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Vocational Education and Individuals” Acquisition of Social Status
—Based on an Analysis of Age and Cohort Effects

Liu Yunbo, Zhang Ye & Yang Po

Abstract: The impact of vocational education on individuals” acquisition of social status is directly related to the
attraction of vocational education, which is closely connected with the educational anxiety caused by the current
divergence of academic senior high school education from secondary vocational education. This study, based on the data
from the Chinese General Social Survey between 2003 and 2017, estimates the age and cohort effects of vocational
education on individuals” acquisition of social status through the Age—Period—Cohort Models. The findings are as follows:
Those who had received secondary vocational education enjoyed a significantly higher occupational reputation than those
who had received academic senior high school education, while those who had received higher vocational education
enjoyed a significantly lower occupational reputation than those who had received undergraduate education; there were
age and cohort effects in the impact of secondary vocational education on individuals” social status; with the increase of
age, the gap of occupational reputations gradually widened between the graduates from secondary vocational schools and
those from academic senior high schools; with the passage of the times, the gap tended to be narrowed; and an analysis of
the self—assessment of social status grades revealed that the graduates from secondary vocational schools underestimated
their actual social status, and had a cognitive bias. Vocational school graduates” acquisition of social status is influenced
by both their micro life course and the macro social changes. Enhancing the effect of vocational education on individuals”
acquisition of social status is a prerequisite for the enhancement of the attraction of vocational education. To this end, we
need to pay attention to the career development and lifelong growth of vocational school graduates, provide fair welfare and
benefits for skilled talents, conduct vocation education according to its types, and create a social culture advocating skills.
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