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How do Family Parenting Styles Affect Children’s Problem Behaviors

Rong Xiang', Wanpeng Lei’

(1. Normal School of Vocational and Technical Education, Hubei University of Technology, Wuhan 430068 ;
2. College of Education,Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract: Based on the survey data of 1850 families in 8 cities and 18 counties (districts) in Hubei Province,
This paper investigates the influence of family parenting style on children’s problem behaviors and its mechanism.
This study finds that family parenting styles have a significant impact on children’ s problem behaviors.
Authoritative parenting style is generally beneficial to decrease children’s problem behaviors, while neglected
parenting style is more likely to have problem behaviors. The effect of family parenting styles on children’s
problem behaviors is different due to the children’s individual characteristics and parents’ educational literacy.
Family Education complexity and diversity, which kind of parenting style should be taken to curb the behavior of
children, depends both on the personality characteristics of children and parents’ educational literacy. From the
perspective of family public policy, focusing on the neglected families and the improvement of parent education,
and improving the accuracy and effectiveness of family education guidance are effective ways to promote the
development of children’s social behavior.

Key words: family parenting styles; problem behaviors; parents’ educational literacy
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